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Further drop in the pig population in the EU 
Pigmeat production still abundant, although declining 
Pigmeat production in the European Union, which had stabilised in 1994 after 
a long period of growth, turned down in 1995. The estimated 1.4% reduction on 1994 
should continue throughout the first half of 1996. According to the survey of pig 
farmers carried out in August, the breeding population declined by 3 % in one year, 
which has already led to a reduction in the number of piglets available for fattening. 
At Community level, however, pigmeat should remain in abundant supply and 
exports will hold the key to balancing the market. 
The survey conducted in the summer 
of 1995 confirmed the gradual decline in the 
pig population which began some 15 months 
ago. In August, there were 118.6 million 
pigs in the European Union of fifteen, 1.1% 
fewer than in August 1994. 
The decline in breeding numbers is 
more marked. In one year, the total number 
of sows fell by nearly 2.5%, and that of 
young breeding sows by just under 4%. 
Since spring 1993, when the sow population 
peaked at 12.1 million head in the EU of 
twelve, numbers have fallen by some 600 
000 head. While the decline is still far from 
general, no single country is reporting 
significant increases in its sow population. 
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young pig numbers are also down (-2.2%). 
In Spain, the numbers in these grades are 
down by as much as 9%. 
A high number of fattening pigs 
There is no doubt that this pattern, 
which for the moment is particularly marked 
in holdings specialising in producing piglets, 
will follow through into fattening houses in 
coming months. These were still busy in 
summer in most countries. In the European 
Union of twelve, the number of fattening 
pigs (50 kg and over) in piggeries in August 
was never as high as this year (40.7 million). 
The number of fattening pigs peaked at 41.3 
million head in December 1993. 
In several large pigmeat producing 
countries, the fattening pig population 
increased by 4% or more after the break in 
1994. This was true of Belgium, Denmark, 
Spain, the Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom. In France, too, the fattening pig 
Methological note 
France has renewed the samples of pig 
population surveys This lead to a revision of 
statistical series concerning this sector. 
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population continues to increase (+0.8%), 
but it is tending to stabilise. It should be 
recalled that France's pig population has had 
the highest increase in the EU since 1990 
(+25%). In Italy, on the other hand, the 
decline which began in 1994 has continued, 
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*GIP = Gross 
Indigenous 
Production 
In spite of the numbers of fattening 
pigs recorded in the August survey, 
production forecasts for 1995 as a whole are 
still down on 1994. The year­on­year Gross 
Indigenous Production by head should fall by 
1.4%. Substantial drops (4% and over) are 
forecast in Germany, the United Kingdom 
and Belgium, which alone account for one­
third of EU pig production. 
Production decrease will go on 
In the first half of 1996, the decline 
should be more pronounced (­2%) due, in 
particular, to marked cutbacks in 
slaughtering in Spain (­7%) and the 
Netherlands (­4%). Furthermore, the overall 
trend should remain generally downward: 
Denmark (­0.5%), Germany (­2%), and the 
United Kingdom (­3%). In France, after 
initially stabilising in the first quarter of 
1996, production should begin to dip in the 
second quarter (­1.2%). Italy should see a 
slight rise (+1%) in early 1996, which should 
run on to the middle of the year. Only 
Belgium should see any noteworthy increase 
in production during this period (3.7%). At 
Community level, the market will always be 
well supplied, with a self­supply rate of 
around 104%. Against this background, it 
will be necessary to export to non­Member 
countries, with or without refunds. 
GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF PIGS 
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Since the beginning 
of the 1995, in the EU, 
pigmeat prices have general­
ly been higher than last year. 
In the first half of 1995 the 
index comparing the prices of 
pigs with the cost of the 
feedingstuffs needed to 
produce them increased by 
6.5% in comparisen to the 
year before. Compared with 
the average level of the 4 last 
years, the index rose by 1.5% 
Reference price: 
E instead of U 
Since 1 July 1995, prices in the EU 
refer to class E rather than class U. Class E is 
more representative of the real pig population 
in most Member States, because it includes 
animals with a higher rate of lean meat than 
those in class U. This change of class pushed 
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Imports and Exports of pigmeat 
trade with non­ EU­member countries 
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the reference price in the EU up by around 
7%. Regardless of this artificial increase, 
however, prices were fairly high, 
particularly in the third quarter of 1995, and 
fell slightly in October, although this drop 
at the end of the year is a seasonal 
development. 
Export certificates 
The provisional figures for exports 
for the first eight months of the current year 
show a decline in the volume of exports to 
non-member countries on the same period 
in 1994. On the other hand, imports from 
those countries have declined, too. 
Since 1 July 1995, subsidised 
exports have been subject to a system of 
export certificates. For the second half of 
1995 and the first half of 1996 (12 months) 
490 000 tonnes equivalent carcass weight 
of subsidised pigmeat can be exported. In 
the four months this system was in 
operation, export certificates were issued 
for 127 000 tonnes. 
